
 

 

DEFENSIVE AND COMPETITIVE BIDDING  LEADS AND SIGNALS  W B F CONVENTION CARD 

OVERCALLS (Style: Responses: 1 / 2  Level; Reopening) OPENING LEADS STYLE  

6+ hcp, 5 card suit, 3 Unassuming Cue Bids  Lead In Partner’s Suit CATEGORY:  

Over transfer responses to 1C, bid of suit is takeout, X= values Suit 2/4 2/4 NCBO: WALES 
 NT 2/4 2/4 PLAYERS:  Gilly Clench and Suzy Lawson 

1N overcall 15-18 Subseq Show count or suit pref Show count or suit pref  

EVENT: Women 

 Other:  

   

1NT OVERCALL (2nd/4th Live; Responses; Reopening) LEADS SYSTEM SUMMARY 

15-18 /11-15 (system ON) Lead Vs. Suit Vs. NT 

1any - 1NT-X – system on XX = a minor Ace asks for rev att Asks for rev att GENERAL APPROACH AND STYLE 

 King Asks for count Asks for  count 15-17 NT, 2/1, Short Club (2+), 5 card D,H,S 

 Queen Seq. or interior seq. Seq. or interior seq Weak twos –  

JUMP OVERCALLS (Style; Responses; Unusual NT)  Jack Seq. or interior seq Seq. or interior seq. 2C=GF or 8PT in a Major 

Weak according to Vulnerability  10 Higher non-touching hon Higher non-touching hon  

Multi Landy over short 1C (can be 5-4 M) 9 2nd highest s or db 2nd highest s or db  

 Hi-X No interest in suit No interest in suit  

 Lo-X 3+ to hon or xx 3+ to hon or xx  

DIRECT & JUMP CUE BIDS (Style; Response; Reopen) SIGNALS IN ORDER OF PRIORITY  

Michaels 2 suited bids – at least 5-5 shape.  Partner’s Lead Declarer’s Lead Discarding SPECIAL BIDS THAT MAY REQUIRE DEFENSE 

Over 1C/D 2C/D = 5/5 Ma, over 1H/S 2H/S =other Ma +minor 1 Hi no interest Hi no interest Hi no interest Response to 1NT – 2S/2N =C/D plus red suit transfers 

Over 1H/S 2N= 5/5 minors Suit 2 Count Count count if needed Major suit raises1 3C=4 card sup. mixed, 3D=4 card sup 10-11 

1x – 3x have you a stop? 3 Suit preference    support at 2 level 6-8, 3+cards,direct raise to 3<6+4cards 

VS. NT (vs. Strong/Weak; Reopening;PH) 1 As above  Suit pref  2C response to 1N opening is 5 card Stayman, non- 

X= penalties over wk NT NT 2  win trick return hi   promissory, forces to 2N 

2C=Multi landy both majors (5/4), 2D= 6 card Major, 2H/S= suit 

+minor 

3     

2N=minors  Signals (including Trumps): suit preference Two suited overcalls over weak 2s and 3s 

VS.PREEMTS (Doubles; Cue-bids; Jumps; NT Bids) Over singleton or void suit preference, middle card says happy to continue Over 3C, 4C= H+S ,4D =D+Ma,over 3D, 4C=C+Ma,4D=H+S,  

X=T.O over weak 2, 2N initially shows <8 hcp and requests 3C relay 

which can be passed or corrected 

 Over 3H/S bid of 4C/D = C/D + other Ma All bids min 5+5 

Over 4S –X=values, 4N= 2 places to play DOUBLES Over 2D,H,S as for weak 3s, cue of wk 2 suit asks for stop 

Over  wk 2s and wk 3s, 5-5 shape (michaels and Leaping michaels) 

Cue asks for stop in pre-empt suit after weak 2 opener 

Vs multi X=13-15, 2N= 16-18, in 6th posn 2N=5/5 minors 

 

2D X 2H/S X = shows that suit   

VS. ARTIFICIAL STRONG OPENINGS- i.e. 1 or 2 TAKEOUT DOUBLES (Style; Responses; Reopening)  

Over 1C 2C=Majors Usually T.O –ve to 4H. Reopening X protective and doesn’t show extra 

values.  

1ON after X OFF after overcall 

Over 2C – natural long suit  2Minor raises OFF after X ON after overcall 

  SPECIAL FORCING PASS SEQUENCES 

OVER OPPONENTS’ TAKEOUT DOUBLE  Reopening X shows shortage, partner could Pass 

XX=9+hcp and little support for partner, New suit=F1, jump in new 

suit=weak <5hcp and 6+ cards NF, 2N= gd raise in partner’s suit 

SPECIAL, ARTIFICIAL & COMPETITIVE DBLS/RDLS  

 Lightner X for an unusual lead. Lead 1st suit bid naturally by opps  

O P E N I N G
 

  PSYCHICS: No 
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DESCRIPTION RESPONSES SUBSEQUENT ACTION 
COMPETITIVE & PASSED 

HAND BIDDING 

 ✓ 2 4H 10+ Inverted 2C=GF:3C wk 6 cards: 2D – Invit+C After 2C - 2D is Weak NT At 1 level 5 card suit NF 

1     2N=nat. Weak M jumps 2NT = 18-19 1UCB and wk raises. Fit jumps 

1  5 4H 10+ 2D=11-15, 2N=16+ no 4 card Major:3D= <6hcp, After 2D bid of a Ma shows stop 

 

Fit Jumps 

1  5 4H 10+ 4 cd support 3C= 7-9, 3D=10-11 2N=GF Over 2NT-3 level nat, 3N=18+, 4 level 

shortage 

Fit Jumps. 2NT 4 card best raise 

1NT  5 4H 10+ As for 1H, 1N response F1 Over 1N rebid 6 cd suit or better 3 card minor 

 

Fit Jumps. 2NT best raise 

2C  15-17  Balanced no singleton, might 

hold 6 card minor 

5 card Puppet Stayman, 

4 suit transfers (Over M – jump = 4 min: 2NT 4 

max. Over m - bid likes it) 

2D= 4 card M. 2N no M, trs: after 2N and 3C 

asks for 4 card Ma  

If 1N is X, exit transfers (shows 5+ card suit) 

1NT -2C 

2D – 3C/D both M min/GF 

222 ✓ 0 4H GF 2D – can contain values KOKISH 2N rebid =23+ system ON, suits 5+  

2NT  6 4H 5-9 New suit F1, 2N=enquiry Repeat suit if very wk, shortage over M, 

feature over m 

 

3 3    20-21 3C=5 card Puppet Stayman, 3D/H/S= transfers 

3N=5S+4H :4C Both M, 4D/H transfers 

Over 3NT then 4c/d slam tries, 4N sign off 

4H/S both m longer/D 4NT ms 

 

  6      

33    Pre-empt New suit F1 Show feature (either Kx(x) or singleton)  

3NT  6  Pre-empt New suit F1 Show feature (either Kx(x) or singleton)  

4 ✓   Pre-empt in a minor Bid 4C  Pass or correct  

4 ✓ 7    H suit o/s values 4D –F1 slam try   

4 ✓ 7    S suit o/s values 4H – F1slam try Cue controls  

4  7   H suit pre-empt 4N RKCB 14/30 Cue controls  

4NT  7   S suit pre-empt 4N RKCB 14/30   

5 ✓ 0  Asks for specific Aces 5C= none, 5N=2, 6C=CA,5D,H,S=A   

5  8  Pre-empt no defensive values    

5  8       “       “  HIGH LEVEL BIDDING  

5  8      “      “  RKCB 4130, GSF, DOPI/ROPI 

  8      “     “   

       

 
1 UCB – better support for partner’s overcall than direct raise.  

TWO way check back - Over any 111 bidding = 2C forces 2D – then  invit or p. 2D -GF  

Responses after opps overcall our 1N, bid at 2 level NF, 2N asks partner to bid 3C then responder shows shape and hcp or Passes/corrects. Lebensohl – fast arrival shows stop. 

Over wk 2 X by partner a bid of a Ma at 2 level is more constructive than proceeding via 2N response which requires a 3C response then bid of Ma  at 3 level is weak 

2C – Kokish = 2D – NT – 22/23: 2C – 2D – 2H – 2S - 2NT = 24-26: 2C – 2D – 3NT – 27-29 

 


